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Special “Welcome to Guinea”

[ssue:

hakespeare's oy
.ia:nd..].’jadnga freak... i this issue we go

Trendspotting...Peace Corps

Paris...Top Ten Lists...Free MOBEL l
City Map... O

Supplement..Handy Reusable
{iunter 5. Thompson
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Mailbag

Editor's note: As the Newsletter

Formerly Known as AWA has yet to
receive any actual correspondence,

this special “Welcome to Guinea”

| Mailbag mecessarily features excerpis |
. from some of the staff’s persornal % |
¥ correspondence. i i EI

-1 T

“about anything, | Add yoir letter bo those below.’

Please feel free to let us know how you feel if
m:rmhﬁ-lnis:n gaoe tohen you are fimished, .| :

Lethers maybe. edited for lemgth, chrify and ' °
style, or they may be ignored altogether.

Thank you for writing.

M. Jahnsen- 7 I

R

Do they celebrate Ehrﬂ-ﬁl’ﬁ or
Kwanzaa or both where you are? One thing for
certain, It is not going to be a white Christmas 1|
in West Africa. That is, except for you, my
burdened, missionary friend. For what it | &L
worth coming from a Jew 10 a Peace
hippie-type in some God-forsaken jungle, merry
Christmas. This time of year ahways makes me
think about the life of Jesus! . In art especially,
why do we only see Christ &8 a baby oF A5 an
adult? What was the adolescence of Jesus likel
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Thasr Hancls, Jed.

Editor-in-Chilel Perry While
Fresident john Cacksohatan af the Prava, Utah,

Cockiohsions
Skaters Tony Hawk snd Steve Cabellere
T"I'-E'" o hi‘l‘;w v !

F1 ni Man L§ Foxwuart
Edllum'l.-l_.lr[:ﬁfﬂ. ﬂfl#l
Tarmo m"hum:th‘“n Khalifa Fhimah
Edilog-ai-Semall Broaks
Editor-at=-5Small-Small James Bucher
Contributing Editors Josh Johnson, Ann ingraham,
gramy ﬁuhlh\- Martin . Shanda Seeimer, Mike
wna Carand, Monica Miller ;
Director af Photography APD Photo Processing Ine.
Ciane kry, Guilnea
Makesp fos Mr. Kifer Falil Dwclined
Fashion Ceondinaier Cary -
Personal Assistant te The MR Johnson hiss Holly
ﬂﬂl%:?
Kay Grip Peter Falk
Low Dewn Bastard Brian McEenna
Petit Duo-gun
i Petit Ya'Ya

aragaemenl Coamzultant Smith
L ondwliiant Q‘r: :ml Jores
Tuiling Firm Marwikk
Snacks TheWobkie H
Musical. Score Ennio Morricone, Henry Mafcin,
[ianmy Elfman, el L]
]

;:IJ i LM"&'H“M" Mt 6r Amerlean|]
spensarshlp World Wishe Panes

1

1 imagine it heing similar to St Augasting®. - I

except more sell-conscinus - like fohn Updike
ety 5. Lewis I Gabriel Garcla-bMarquez’s
ald reighbarhood.

R s, | - fenﬂunhl.n! & lot about e Wesl
Alvitan postal. system. '] i?rnn &f. b
recpive. any -conlirmation i, have
received II'I; of my hlh& '.ﬁn'}"ﬁl:uﬂlng
this letter? Do you know | have a job? Do you
know I'm. in love? Do you still think of me
when you dsten 16 Leonard Cohen? How
typically mtle of me 1o think of you ir lerms of

L i o

In your last letter you menlioned
somethin, about lesson I What about
tHgers? 'iase give mea “10-40" good buddy.
Merry F'wanzaa,
- ‘|
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pletion of other COS

‘of left.in Josh
Four, Section Nin
lication of & wel rattan cane

Jroom of left in.

the app

ng to the volunteer magazine within their two years of

service, Failure to do so will result in delays in the receiving of

e information and a free “Welcome to Guinea®

Formerly Known As AWA can be typed and saved on the.
).each volunteer is “required to submit one (1) piece of

bak in the office. According to Article _
Paragraph 13 of the new Peace Corps-Guinea charter (see Ti

a3 speeds faster than _r-:ru;gs‘-

newsletter disk in the

"

C
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A, .Cmﬂpﬂrhum other contributions to The News.. =
» re-adjustment allowances and the com

HilJosh .

o
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E 1 hawes ﬂﬂm:}rﬁﬁ'jrrn slnce you

\ moved to Conakry, u.r-hitlr'j Ihul:\EhlG:::
= an from [1°4 ingE wrik E.

i "":nr_l!l'a me. | w:;::“m ald rE:-lI: thar dbesny

ialke too much, but offers sage advice wihenever. |

b his beak. A grey one sounds good.

T WeN calll him Poder. |l admit writing Lo,

- Maitbag “conlinted on page 7
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Cilligan's Island : Punishment for the Soul

-

AF

ateful

Gilligan vacationing with the author in Mali

.

By Jeremy Eggleton

The plot and situational structures of
“Gilligan™s Tsland™ and The Tempesi-exhibit
many obvious parallels, but a closer critical
examination of the bwo -- lpeking specifically
at Gl in the light cast by Shakespeare's
masterpiece -- will help us betler to understand
the thematic complexities of the former,

It is obyvipus The Tempes! served as
inspiration for the television show, both
generally amd with regards to specific
episodes. Compare, for instance, Ferdinand's
log arranging and Miranda’s Wik of setting
them ablaze [ Act 1, scene i) with the G
episode where the castaways iry to spell
“Help™ with burning logs o signal a passing
spaceship (to no avail - Gilligan fucks itup).

These are similar characters:im a
similar situation:  Trying o get off-an
uncharted desert isle and back 10
Milan/Honalulu places where the
characters were once greatly honored and
respecied.  As such, we see the lacels of

spern’s character (sorcerer and nobleman in
« ) borne by two characters in the silcom:-
wir, Howell, whose financial empire is but a
memory, and the professor, by whose
viwchinations the castaways presume

“oniwlly 10 Isve the island,

L]

o
i}

Miranda, as the only woman on the
island, is split or the TV show into the three
allernative representations of Woman, or tha
Femining. We see the embryonic Mes. Howell,
the Ur-Lovey, il you will, in Miranda’s
memory search for any wvislon of the lile she
e EREwE

Tis far off,
_and rather fike a dream than an assurance

that my remembrance warmants. Had f sl Four,
or Five, woemen that once lended me?

Ba, in the television show, there is this
slightly Incestuous link to the play: Miranda |s
Prospero’s daughter, but at least one facet of
herigharaciér represents the cunjugal link wilh
his lost nobility, She is at once daughter and
"Lowey” 1o ]"ruspern';__hjrl. Heweell. 04 d5 &
sinister and subversive underfurrent Wp what, at
first glance, appears to be conventional Mull.
Miranda's wirginity, like that “of all
Shakespeare’s “available™ young woman, is
assured late in the play when Frospero wams
Ferdinand against "breaking her virgin knot.™
The Mary Anne parallel is thus dssured,
sirengihened by her selllyssness in plemding
Ferdimand o et her bear his bunden,

Iy il =it 8 gham

o M Der yoar s the whale. 'ray give me tha

i I{ﬁ"ﬂﬁimﬂ b PRk l}
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(Conbinuad from page- 2

Ginger's seductress completes the | Ty
primordial feminine triad of Crone, Sister, | Like the skipper, he is powerless o =
Whire, which Miranda, in all her Iplmdﬂl.-- affect his shtuation for betier of worse, and can
represents, Recall from the two-hour CBS only hope that when the waters finally recede
special, “Escape from Gilli Island,” the htﬂ'inmhﬂﬁlhﬂﬂﬂ _
castaways’ arrival in 8 disco-era Hawail Of course, the most telling character
caught in the throes of sexual revalution. For 'Mﬁlmhﬂlhﬂlﬂﬂﬂpﬁ
thruuwnwﬂhﬁuwﬂhm berween Gilligan and Caliban. They are
s0 to speak. She s reawnkened, alive — it is Man, Undev Man, the Cro-Magnons. On
lpringlgam:fbeum;ﬂudﬂih'\ﬁm' the surface, C Is perhaps of a sharper
isolation, Compare this with Miranda’s . tongue and a more vindictive nature, but they
exclamation upon contemplating just such &% = both represent the badly or underdeveloped
reentry into the fecund world of quattrocento irdellect. They are the subhumans. They are

Italy with its intrigues and passions:

Hew pures are thare herel
mﬁﬂﬁﬁuu O birgve new workd |
That has such people in'd

The character of the skipper ls,

incapable of mixing in human society -~
inferior and therefore jealous. m;nml-'p|
at the end of the play Alonzo and Prospero
could easily be discussing a certain red-shirted
first male:

O wonder!

Alpnzoc mhhftwnﬁimhdm

{
despite the obvious not the Prosperc: He is as dispropartioned in his manners |

shipmaster W
audience into e

hose
lectrified attention to start the

tswaint” jars :: ~ Asin his shape.

play. Rather he represents the multitude of

individuals who

ghb and Mow @
Alonzo, Ferdinand, Sebastian, Adrian,

and recede with the Thematically, there are several

f events during the story: interesting concurrences. - The play can hel

illuminate the truly powerful dilemma

irancisco and, of course, the “honest old crime and punishment, good and evil, liberty
. councilor” Conzalo, Like them, the skipper | and imprisonment, which in fact lie behind the
nuver guides events, but he also rarely suffers TV show's airy exterior and with which its
their consequences. In his Act Five plea for characters must wrestle.
clemency from whatever ruinous force has Take for instance Gilligan's bumbling.
stranded them on the Islard, Gonzalo exclaims: If at first it seems a series of zany coincidences
wl,mwm&mﬂ
ﬂnﬁhhﬂ Some heavenly povrer guide us

e g Py

o) W b vr i . I_.JT.{ Iﬁist!;:

Top Ten Signs You're a Bad Teacher

mop

-

s

Infrequent arrivals at school greeted by colleagues jeering, "Hey, hore comes gin-boyl”
comes o observe your classes, has to show you where school is.

Yesterday wasn't the first time you tried to [llustrate *volume” to your math class

&?ﬁ ::ﬂnﬁnn “Let's see how many students we can it in my pants.”

Valuable lesson-planning time dedicated 1o writing stupid top ten lists.

Class rule nurmber one: Mo shirt, no shoes... no problem

" You have a dream that you're asleep having a dream that you're asleep having a

dream that you're asleep dreaming of not being ready for class, and then you wake up
and rﬂﬁ'ﬂ;:nl :::llf for class but it's only a dream, and you wake up arnd you're Aok
miﬁm!tlpu:.m llh:';kmlm mm:’nﬂ you wike up And you're not ready for class.
Cimmnlf! bathered by pesky rmﬂmr rying 18 put an end 1 yer Infermatianal

|

¥ studan i M!fv' |
Students refur you nﬂulmmr e lrl!ughﬂlk!l."



wfforts 1o get the castaways

Al wacky errors thal Hbuuqliluw rolssur's
e e land, o
closer look at the play reveals the hidden

malice impliclt in these actions. Caliban’s
hatred for Prospero, and the concomitant
Freudian assumptions one can draw from that,
do a great ;deal to illuminate, Gilligan’s
relationship o the professor. Caliban would
kill Prospero, because-he is authoritarianism
and protection, loved and dispised, father and

ressor. A sexual dynimic exists insofar as
the passiorate emotions of hate and fove offen "
commingle ‘with the sex act. ‘W!‘H’n v ¥

Gilligan's hidden (concealed even from
himseli) desire for the professor leads him on

an unwi rampage to underming ali the

professor’s efforts to liberate the group from
their palm-fronded prison. He, on some level,
does not want them to escape. He wants the
professor for himself for all eternity, just as

Caliban, through the murder of Prospero,

would “possess b Tor@ir, 1500w FaRRi

In Act Three, the spirit Arlel levels
scathing charges agalnst the castaways. Ariel
is the spiritual "embodiment” of the Invisible
forces which move gvents on Tk

and which, in some fashion, the professor 158"

trying to harness as Pr controls, Ariel. In
crashing thunder and fightning, Ariel hisses:
You are_men of sin, whom Destiny,
. That hath o instrumant this lower world
And what s in"t, the never-surfeited sea
Hath caws'd ko belch ;and on this island
h'}mtnundni\mrlm- it = you ‘mongst men
Being mosk undit & Hive

busin o) ﬂ“hm
[
foi sy e i
Ew.:s:l‘:ln e the sea t‘l'l'hﬂi;;ll mﬁ
P e L
AESIAEL your pesce.

AN W I|I::I':_'l|-. LY

This is a powerful indictment of
Antonio, who deposed his brother from his
throne in Milan and sent him lo founder &t sea
in an unsafe boat. As In many of Shakespeare's

o

Al o Mw ol SRl

118 Speak in French

% Remind them of 1944

8

A Remind them of 1917

: Spell “pernod” with p “"

—

‘repedied, ‘a ‘nightmare  feli

¢ terll ogod T zaipld bantatl o v

Top Ten Ways to Annoy French People While Vacationing In Paris

geﬁi job as a mamﬁ‘ﬂ'w strike, |
S
Shave their backss- oh wall, that's how to annoy Franch poodies Ji

plavs, the theme of power gained theough
scandal o« intrigie ~ partichladly the usarping |
of a throne — i3 punished “MacBeth, of | =
course, springs to mind, but alsg Lear ,-
maneuvired from the throne by his i
wiles -- and Caesar. The characters In The

_Tempest are stranded on this deserl isla e, oo

 for their crime, which goes against the:: | »

4]

. Considering this, the stranding-of the 1.
castaways on their desert isle amsumes & rew |
significance. They are being punished. T :
end up on the islnd dwhﬂilligﬂ'rm'gl' )
and ‘disposal of the $hip's compass.” The |
Minnow is as directionless as the ship of siate
whose head has been removed by focce or
sublerfuge. Dul this i only a H;[tml
"crime.” adding 1o the .many-layesed | e
significance of the TV show; it speaks o a |
muach: and mory profound SEL LT

. nsider that Gllligan and company
age on a tropieal island - & place of ample' 3
fruit, nuts, meats of all kind; fish, thodsandsof ;)b
useful palm trees. There are lagoons with coral
reefs which embarrass man's capacity 1o creale
beauty: volcanoes, crashing surf, fresh water !
for drinking and hat springs for balling. Tt s ;
truly paradise. It is an island’ “where man
doth ot inhabit,” where he s “urfif* 1o five,
in the words of Ariel. It is an Eden which man,

ENREDPORLAL M. o Ihablt, i
hﬁwr mé for which GI |ﬁh‘n‘h$i'ﬁhn'__

friends are being punished Is, in fact, the Fall.
Man_lelt the Garden, by his own cheies, . . |
through bils wn = but all oo human 3
- desires and ambitions. Gilligan and his |
iriends have been sent back to be remibted, a5 |
punishment, of what man has left behind in
rash and ill-considered ‘decision: 10 -is“an -

wu

timprisenment in a pamdise of me* .

never be a part. /It is o beirible’puil
be forced to walch: the :ﬁdlmjlillngl,ﬂ bt
leave paradize. "1t Is & s5ld 1 X

b s iy SN
again, a Sysiphean torture that the souls of
these wre -- and the soul of Mam ghrough |
therm — are forced to endure for that first, most

perrible ¢rime: . Gilligan's Island s unmi:+ 11y

punishment of the soul, Hell's most exquisite -
andironic penance. 4 o =7 =
e ___

L3

| sl ud o

Wear a beret, roll a cigarette, inquire after the parnot, and ask il “Hemingway frequented this cafe”.



Special “weloame to Ouiea” Frée
English Lesson!- B

The preasest gift that you can give an incoming volunteer is an introduction to bow you lived an worked st your siwe. Seting goals
can be one of the Woughest tiings sbowt being a new volonieer. Why not belp bem out by seiing goals for them? The bigher they
are the betier, 50 8 bit of embellishment may be in order. mpmmmwwlmummnﬂrum

They will take to i like cockroaches i o latring, This has been l2id ool & & supplement 1o MOBEL. Yiou may wand i insen I in

place of one of your least favourile readings. 1t can be adapied to any level 5o you'll always be able o keave & Litde legacy for the
incoming volomicer, mmwﬂh:hmmhﬂhﬁmhmmh-wmwmmm
cover the matertal for the BACC. And of course, the central idea lsn't TEFL or education project specific. If you am a departing
health wolunmser, why B0l organize & community group with a collective memary of your accompluhments? -

Unlt 777
Summary:  Students will wrie a letier about their depasting PCV teacher's sccomplishments (o an incoming

volunteer.
Language:  Structures Jearned, hyperbole, bald-faced lies
Freseniaton: Reading & dlalogue about MieUlous sccomplahments « . : o

™ 1
l. Write this dialogue on the board, (Clearly it will need o be adapted for classes younger than Terminale-
although my 12¢M€ kids handied It fine since I'm bellliant.) —r :

Alpha: Hi, Binta. You appear morose. Is ir becaise Mr. Kifer has left?
Binta: Yer. He was a sainr. He was a fully hwmu"d'l!nrr ?;mr community and a fabulour ieacher ta bool,
Alpha: [ know. He spoke fluent Su-si. Malinke, and Pular. riher, everyone in my class passed the BACC

with flying colors ar a resull ?”I-I!-l' incomparable pedagogy and nireless ariown. :
Dinka; L.rhnl:hu!l masi importani susiainable contributian 1o our humble commiuniry was the modern hospital

e .

Alpha: I disagree. [ ihink the high :thmwbmﬁmmiq center he consiructed was witerly phenomenal,
wimy: De thar as it may, no one conld replace Rim,
Alpha: Damn straight.

2. Ask 1 series of questions to check for comprehension.,
Eg.  Why did these smdents love me 10 mich?

Pre-Task Making lists of things the teacher may or may not have donc

1. Pul a series of categories on the board.
Eg.  Native up:ﬂ’ﬂﬂmﬂmrﬁu;nﬂuu.ﬁﬁhfﬂﬂihmmﬂmkuq’;m

chareler raiif...

r

L 2. Srudents brainstorm words or phrases that [t the caicgoies. : ,

r E.g. Gifis I would like 1o receive: candy, a bicycle, a car, money, school supplies, a viza, a new

honse...

Class Task Writing letiers to the new volunaeer

I WEiIﬂ#thMﬂd%bmmnmﬂﬂHIﬂﬂuin.mmfIJh

sl W : 1 . teacher He/She adapied

elcome to . 1 hope arc as 'a§ 'my old

Lufcmymnurmhmmlud a0 e - fluently. Everyone in our town loved

"him/her. She/He always gave all students and children and . The American
ghe/he buill. Hefshe said that the nex

Ambattador and the President came 1o (own 0 Infugurate the
volunteer would know how 10 get us all visas 10 visit the United States. | hope that yous Ume here will be as

wonderful for us as hishers. | I slidW _.H--u-.'l. o .
LinoitessV of incerety,

. Collect the letters and send them 1o Conakry for the incoming volunieer.

*.o pgmpe it was ofien difficult 1o develop creative Applecations for practice school lessons. Luckily this lesson lends iwseil
by 10 peal life situations. Emphasize 1o your stodents that a new volumeer may be very Jonely upan arrival. He or she sheyld

el ofen 306 fr aterted T Gl Dt e G mhadp e b RS ORI U Y TR Wil vy
m::'-rnmmﬁﬂhﬁm "
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4 Sﬁaec:.al Weltome“t®: Giinea™ s Articiel.
= . b4 "But in general, ﬂwﬁhmﬂﬂmﬁ}-a‘hﬂ -
; A tmericans as kind ‘of Yulgad. 7] guess when P
E - < jained the Pepor Corps | krew It Would be'a™
By Joahua Johnsan - challenge,” FLTHE L Sk I
¢ PARIS - EITIH.F-IIHP'!!“.‘".F'“"."-"“" 5 =il The Peacs? Cotps, oa vvoluhteer '
like a forelgner. Sitting on a plastic chalr in N areanizafion thaiattraml-ahodsnids of A
the sun at the bustling sidewalk cafe she calls 1 Q;.j;.r|;an| each year-towork i jobs ﬂfgﬁ o
o a P"“["'E- wailer in flawless French: “On a from secondary edugation 1o health care, has
quelles bieres en prassibn?”’ H"h_ﬂ sark afbeee) [T (11 5 L o) sending voluntetrs sround the whéld since
do you have on mpf‘ The waiter Ip!i’!'._li R | The prganization has been in France since
rapidly, a long list of .imp:_ﬂld beers. E 2 938 when 'Ilwn-r'ﬁ!'lldi;rit'jimrn}i rhed Swore
Campbell orders quickly lndh!d’“'wﬂ-- Aoy 45 trainees in § i'lf-bﬁqi! cetemony o the
"It ok me a while 13 be bo do CT I ¥nile House lawrd ™0 Hva ¢ ; gi 3
that,” she says. “At firsl, as soon as | npma_:l ' “The Peace Corps was 1.'r|!1'|1rd froem the
my mouth they knew | miﬂm'ﬂ"’*f‘“d L wegoomiey during &7 1" with the'" Reaphn
wikk m“!"’ﬂ"“'”‘“m“ t even listen o me. Administration, shorfiy afer e 18R TS,
Iv's summer in Paris, the time ol year bombing raid on Libya ' 1t siarted ‘programs

when locals here flee to the countryside or the
roast in an effort o avoid the annual trams-
Atlantic tide of tourists. But Campbell, 26, is
iy ﬁ!lhlh[n."; vigilor. Sha's an American Meace
Curps volunteer living and working in the
fapital of France, a country in Western Europe
about the size of Texas. . fat

After, 10 weeks  of Lralning in
neighboring Switzerland, Campbell spent twn
years in the Bordeaux reginn of France, working
with small-scale wine praducers  ln create, more
elficiont grape-growing systems, A

She admits |t was a challenge. “The
French have been making wine for cenlbrws.
They didn’t feel (hey feaded any help.” BBl
she persevered. Léarging the hocal binguiaie
was a big helpl. Afer 1 could get by o oy, oh
in French 1 got A ol more respect. TE meally,
strenpthened my credibility.”

Campbell is one of a few volunieers
who asked 1o $tay in France for a third year.
Many volunteers whi extend thiir service are
placed wilh privale organizations baged n
larger cities. Campbell was assipned (o Euro-
Disney. Her duties include improving Disney
awareness on the Continent, whire European
apathy has proved an embarassment o the

Again in 13 tounlry #ver

04 and had been in'thé

Ameérican family enteriainmant glant.

*It's dilficals,” she says) " Eurapeans -
the French in particular = dun't really
understand Disney. Thiry think it's all sort o
silly. And | really try (o understand their
indifference. | mean - the Maglc Kingduom.
Mhere are already lols of castles in Francy.”

She pointed across the Boulevard 5t
Michel o a brightly-colored  bilibaard
depicting a pakisd mon amd woman na darmal

A I 33 11 ST

Y Chmpbell relaning & the Jewry Lipwis Library, Anverivan Culsural L

e g
T
f.
3
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E Conbinued Toorm m : :;

"4 Ind o fum il Fhimigthl i s sork af
wigrd, sending volunieers 1o France,” said
Alistair Fox, the first Peace Corps director for
France. A lot of Carter critics thought he was
duing it just so his mom would get o cushy
assignment.”

Ironically, perhaps, Carler's mother,
then B3, was sent to India, where she toiled in
a madical center on the Aslan suboontinent,

The critlclsm hasn't abated over the
years, "What tha hell s the Peace
doing in France?” said US. Senala Foreign
Relations committee chairman and freguent
fareign aid critic Jesse Helms, R-N.C. “It's bad
enough we're paying for our youngsters o go
waste time in Africa. Wearing sandals and
those shirts, playing guitar. MNow we've got

them In Paris. We didn't do enough for that
country in World War Twal™

George Armstrong, current director of
Peace Corps France, admits that the Idea of
volunteers in France isn't an easy one o get used

to.
“Let’s face it, the French can already

do a lot of things for themselves,” he said,
adding that his country ollars none of the ugual
Meace Corps education and health programs.
"Citizens of this country are no sirangers o
bouk leaming. Aflter the lalians, the

«#l.et g face it,
the French can
already do a lot
of things for
themselves...Il
mean Renaissance
-- that sounds
like a French word
to me!” :
-George Armstrong,
director, Peace
Corps France.

Crear Josh,

|

{4 the most to do with the return to classical

thiught that ended the Dark Ages. | mean,
Hrnnissange —~ thal sounds like a French word

b ng!
*[ think their biggest problem, though,
is thelr insistance on remaining 30, you koo,
- Descha first-year student

Alain mps; 4 Fs
at Rene Descartes College in Paris, remembers
the first foreigner he ever met, a Neace Corps
velunteer stationed n his small home town in
south of France. It was an important influence,
he says, adding that since then he has
waltched himsell become more accepting of
American values,

“1 abways loved Lawrls, but until |
met Mr. Steve all | really I about ur:
bicycle racing and footba - | mean, soccer,™
said In English. "Now 1'm pretty inw the NFL.
The Baltimore Ravens, they rule man®"¢

Special “Welcame to Guinea® Mailbag!

CoNTINUED FRem PAGE 1

vou sometimes fewls sort of like writing a
message in a bottle and dropping it in Gull
Lake. Remember when you stayed at our lake
house up there? You always went and took a
shit when it was Hme o do the dishes. My

am hypothesized that it was because your
colon was really small and you could only hold

i sl at 8 time. But it was becawse you Jon't

iike to do dishes.

|1|‘ .l-p"lr
Sinit

Right now it ‘Saturday and 1'am at
. vk again. Bul Imonot working | am playing.
ks place i an adult toy store, totally loaded
with computer gadgetry. Right now | have'
. opened two Web browsers and am watching live
. | video shots of Bourbon Stréel on ong, Inil;l! ;
1 squirrel feedér on the other. Needless fo sy, |
| 1 the Bowrbon Street one is far more exclting; It js, |
4 p.m. in Singapore, so that makes it 3 a.m.
there, and the place Is packed with people '
wha look very fucked up and d-npmu.aap
cars are going by. The camera Is placed al the
inigrsection of Dourbon and 5t Flh:l Sireets
Aght oulside the "Cat's Meow.” The squirrel
carn is in a trie,

=

Hi Josh
35 | think this is the first letter | have
in 40 years. 5o bear with me. First led
me sy how proad 1 am of you for doing this
assignmment, 11 more people would get some
on experience with other peoples of the
warld maybe things would run a little

smoother. My Tife on the ranch is quitd dull sa I
hive very litile news to pass on, | hope this
finds you well amd thal you are enjoying your
atay.

| st Luck,

,

Linely Rawy
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by dnn Ingrokam

on being a Lazy[hi]ldlei§ Husbandless Freak -

In my village, Kanlarande, women's
roles are 80 conlining they make Viclorian
Amarican socialy look liberated. Women
work all day laking care of the childran,
preparing rice, and generally keeping the
house or hut and family together (as often is
the case all over the world, only in America
thera's microweves and jobs oulside the
home). There are Iwo midwives, The
Excisor, The Biue Gum Tattooer, fish
semokers, clay pol makers, Uraditional
healers, lols of market ladies, but almost all
women are, first and foramost, childbaarar
and caretaker, food preparer, and wile. |
not cnly am none of thess, | happen o be the
only while American within my sous-
preleciure (besides the missionafies on &
faraway island thal I've never sean). So as
much as | kiss babies and suller the
consequences ol holding diaperiess Inlanis
and gently stull rice Inlo their scanlily
ioothed mouths and coo and scold loddlers and
ghulile them oul of my hul and keep babies
from eating rocks and dirl and rip panis and
button shirts and tickle---I'm not a
mathar, I'm nol a wile, and lel's lsce il--—-

Jm a freak.

And | can'l really lalk asbout it
because my Soso is thal of & rich child. | can
buy everything al the markel in Soso, bul
ask me 1o describe how | feel and I'm like
my boyfriend when | ask him, “Tell me what
you'rs thinking? The blank ook, the
confusion, are all there and | jusi pul my
head In my hands and cry invisible silent
tears, | waich as my head explodes and then
p!m:l together the jagged, slippery. bony
pieces.

Sometimes | pretend to be a Guinean
mother. | strap a baby o my back and swing
my hips and pound rice (for a minute until
my hands bleed) and furipusly scrub my
clothes on the washboard, but after awhile
I'm bored and il all seams silly and | have no
husband to leed. 5o | sit and wonder whal to
do with mysell---the lazy, childiass,
husbandiess freak. [l look around and see 8
big group of women in bright, Howing,
colorful clothes. They're always laughing
and talking bolsterously. They're always
animated and adaman! speaking in Sogo. s
all so important and | understand a3 many
words as & well irained dog. "Blah blah Hah

blah money blah blah Fatou blah blah blah
that's not good blah blah blah blah blah hair
hiah blah black esth blah blah Mehammeo
Kelta blan Blah.® (I goss on and on. Or

% be laughing and braiding sach cther's
i . (Gl aquas

H'Hb'.ﬁfmw#l l'rn:plm'f.w"n.rlglng and my

Melcone, to Guinea” gpgeqy

SpecCl

w
_CAKE!" from the CD player

hair is 100 slippery to braid and | can't cook
and my Soso is stlled and limited. So | sit
and smile for awhila, maybe put some Maggi
in the sauce or hold a baby.

Somelimes | leel like an uninviled
girl 81 & junior high slumber party that s
\olerated bacause your mom sakd to be nice.
Briafly she's a conversalion plece. Sha's gol
on weird shoes or some brand from K-mart
or something equally appalling. Bul,
gventually the group grows bored with the
mockery and goes back lo making prank
calls,

It would be ossier to disregard my

. Ireaky status if | could just delve inlo my

work. Maybe shul mysell in an office with &
computer, but this sorta goes againsl the
Peace Corps idea.! My job |s a sirange
flowing thing I'm o creale and mold like
glay - provided by my ‘village. - Bul.
somelimaes they provide me no material and
sometimes there's no malerial lo provide
and somelimes | donl want lo buy the clay

mysell. So | sil and wail lor the next lump

to be thrown my way for me 1o cbserve and
help handle and shape and fire and hope il
won't crack and explode in the oven.-

Bo, somelimes I'm just “hanging E
¥ou know, bonding with the vilagers . |
and | feel all the women looking at me

oul."

queerly. Other lUmes | feel lhe epilome al
70's wemen's liberation—-a single woman

lorging her way alone in a hoslile universa, |

braless, my sandals llapping delerminadly
jorward through lhe tall grass, my lang
natural hair fowing in the sea breeze, and |
sirelch oul my arms and my voice spills oul
more beautiful than Barbara Strelsand’s and
| sing "The Woman In The Moon." Then |
realize iU's 1887, the end of ‘the

. millennium, and I'm living in a village
whare lemale liberation means lelling your

wila choose whal sauce shs wanis o prepare
and | leel ke a man il | wear pants and

nobody's read a book by Gloria Stenam of

“ any book for thal matter, or even & Streel

sign, lel amlone driven & car with the
"‘“‘%F"' down and Courlney Love yelling, *|
ANT TO BE THE GIAL WITH THE MOST
Thase -are dliinlli dividing
walls. . wilh cracks. As happily Independent
and sihgle as | am, | can't help loving babies.
Okay, puke. And | leal laht out with all the
women [aunting their laclating breasls,

Ming don'l do thail) And then having thal
ng lesding ofl F:If:m to bve. | like the

""idea of playing God Grn:lﬂq Eﬁ"ﬁﬂﬂ
k you and
Peuck vou." "You're vummy,” | eouid go &,

B 0o fste. "™ W

Pronfruied o1 nunt H‘J
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* but Il spare you. Il is a powerlul laoling
Like you ara capable ol salishying them or
putting them o bed withoul supper. Bul,
irs all quite figurative. They'll live without
you, H you give them the boot, theyll buy a
pizza and a 8-pack ol Bud and walch the
Tyson match and be fine lomorrow. Bul,
when & baby is growing inside you, you canl
give It the bool so easily., Insida you, I
feeds off ol everything you leal, do, and
consume. When il's born, you create N3
lood In your body and sustain il. This
amazes ma. And | wonder il | naver have @
child can | aver be that close 1o playing God?
Can | ever have that much power over
anciher humen being? And do | even wanl
1o, really? As fun as it sounds in the sharl
term. A child is lor as long as you or it
lives. That could be the rest-of your life.
Fuck! (..or maybe not.)

Guinean lite girls lie rocks lo their
backs o simulate babies or even more
disturbingly, they sirap their small school
chalk boards io ihelr backs, Chalk boards
that they should be writing sums and words
on, instead they tie them 1o their backs Rke
g baby. That's the question, damn il Do you
have & gsacrifice
professional/artistic/personal achlevement
to have a child? Can you creale af
breathtakingly beautiful poklry on the
chalkboard during ihe day il you have o
strap it on your back ab night? What's
unfortunate is that when you want that child
sirapped lo your back lo become &
chelkboard--il went. s = baby on your
back florever until eventuslly you swilch
positions and your baby suddenly is
carrying you. | Too many girls give up their
school chalkboards altogether 1o tie a real
baby on their back.

But, | digress, Back to me. For the
moment I'm childiess. "But, | love babies
with their rosebud mouths and beautiful
liny fingers and toes, | admire the women
flaunting bellies like watermelons under
thelr skirts. With- them | feel ke a barren
toad.. like | should just shave my head, grab

IN
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0,
bush raix
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Lomgdaon
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B T, S TN
a black laathor innlr‘rll. a molorcycle, a poack
ol chew, a swilchblade, and join the Hel's |
Angels. Okay, so | just don’t leal Wery
womanly by Guinsan sia somatimes,
.Bul, | keap getling approached by Guinean

men.
The undarlying reasons could ba

scrutinized while drinking many bolties of
Skol. Il just scraich the surface hera.
Mavbe...could i1 be,.VIBA ot EmarkeEn
gex...my huge Peacs Corps salary...ne, my
mom always' said, --it's my charming
parsonalityl Anyway, 'm constanily
bombarded with *lun® nnuendoes by the

v lesders of the village. "IN spend the night

21n your hut-tonight. Prepare the bed”
'Cooh...Jook al those hipsl® "Tell your

. boylriend il he comes, | will beat him up.”

*You don't wanl ma 1o come tonight? A man
Is a manl® With my strangeness comes lols
_of attention. |, that look the quintessential
. file wholesome midwastam gifl next door
who -likes poetry. (sorta |lke Molly |
McBotler in- & black turileneck) am
-puddenly axolic. Something I've always
trwanted-to be slnce being called cute from
birth uniil the present. Suddenly I'm exofic
and the random love lefters and pictures Ive
been seni and proposilions and declarations
ol lova and pleading men has just been
flowing lowards ma nonstop.. ['s ke I'm
wrapped in a shower siall with o video
camera on me and someone alse has control
ol the waler. Tha water keeps flowing and
flowing -and somalimes H's Ireezing cold and

P

somelimes il's boiling hot and somefimes " [

i's warm ‘and comlorting, but through it all '
there’s thal sirange connaissance thal you *! |
are being walched naked and wincing or

screaming or €ooing with pleasure o' |1

cursing and grimaging and Jerking
awkwardly by a- huge group ol random
pecple. Sometimes, | want Yo get out of the
shower, pul on my robe, and walch 80210
alone a towel turban on my head and a
ctp of Bosco. hiy boylrend has none of this,
Women ‘call him "Mista® and maybe ask him
“or mayonnaise once in a while. It's nol easy
being & lazy, childless, husbandless, freak. @
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